Lahars , sometimes
called mudflows, are a
mix of water and volcanic
ash. Lahars travel along
valley floors for long
distances, endangering
towns that might be many
miles from the volcano.

Geoff MabHé’y

= I--‘..r-
e Nl e =
'.."JF tl ; -
2 ol = "
g ; -::..-'-I'.- -

=

Lahars can happen when fresh ash mixes with river water;
sometimes, the heat from an eruption melts snow which
then mixes with ash. Heavy rain can also trigger lahars by
washing ash left by previous eruptions into rivers.
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