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NATIONAL CURRICULUM LINKS (ENGLAND)

	Upper KS2 (ages 9-11)

	History 
Understanding how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources
Constructing informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information

English   Retrieving, recording and presenting information from non-fiction


Providing reasoned justification for their views





KEY LEARNING OUTCOMES
	By the end of this activity children should be able to:

	· understand that real life events didn’t necessarily happen the way they do in the JAMES film
· appreciate that our knowledge about the real James Phipps and 
Dr Jenner comes from a range of sources 
· start to respond to simple questions using evidence from sources 


Lesson Activities

	Key questions
	Did real life events happen the way they do in the JAMES film?
How do historians find out about the past?

	Overview


	This history and English activity develops children’s ability in the key skills of historical enquiry. It introduces the concept of historical evidence and helps children start to use primary and secondary sources to respond to simple history questions. The activity begins by asking if real life events happened the way they do in the JAMES film. To find out, children use a range of sources to research the historical evidence about James Phipps, while answering reading comprehension questions about the sources. They then use the evidence to answer questions about the real James.

	Teaching time
	2-3 hrs

	Key vocabulary
	source
(primary source/secondary source)
	research
fact
	opinion 
evidence


	Stage/summary
	Running notes
	Resource 

	A history question
	Show the class the question on PowerPoint Slide TP3: “In real life, James wasn’t scared about Dr Jenner’s experiment.  He wanted to do it to protect himself from smallpox.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement?
The children’s initial response will probably be that they disagree: James was definitely scared about the experiment, and he took part to save his father’s job. But they will almost certainly be thinking about the character in the film, not what happened in real life.

However, the film isn’t a documentary – it’s a fictionalised version of events. Have the children thought about whether things happened in real life the way they do in the film? Or did real life events unfold differently? Perhaps James wasn’t scared at all…
In real life, was James Phipps scared about taking part in Dr Jenner’s experiment?

In real life, did James take part in the experiment to save his father’s job, or for a different reason?
How can we find out?

In this activity children are going to do some historical research to find out about the life of the real James.
	TP2

	How do historians find out about the past?



Sources


	We all know that the earth is round. But how do we know? What evidence do scientists have that the earth is round?
E.g. photos from space; the observation that if you travel across the earth’s surface in a straight line you eventually get back to where you started without coming across any edges.

Historians have to have evidence to back up their claims about what happened in the past. So what evidence do we have about the real life James Phipps? The detective work starts! 

Historians try to piece together events that happened in the past – sometimes thousands of years ago. They collect information and evidence from all kinds of different sources – history books, biographies, letters, diaries, books, paintings, photographs, ruins, pottery, human skeletons…
Like detectives, historians search for clues and gather as much evidence as possible to try and work out what really happened. And just as detectives don’t automatically trust everything a witness says, historians must think carefully whether they trust the evidence in a source.
In this activity children will be looking at a variety of sources about James Phipps and his role in Dr Jenner’s experiments.  

You might like to make the distinction between primary and secondary sources with the children:

A primary source is one that originates from the time you are studying. For example, a letter written by Dr Jenner himself. 

A secondary source is one that originates after the time you are studying. For example, a biography about Dr Jenner written recently. 

Both are useful for historians to gather evidence and investigate the past.
Does the film count as historical evidence?  No! As historians, children can’t necessarily use the film as historical evidence because it is a fictionalised version of events, not a documentary.
	TP3
TP4




	Approach to the sources 


	You can look at all the sources together as a whole class activity or look at some of them together and let children explore some of them in groups or individually. All the sources are on PowerPoint slides, except the Wikipedia page about James Phipps.

Children should look at the source, discuss it, then record any useful evidence about James in the Evidence Sheets provided (PS1-3). There are two versions of this – one with questions to help children record the relevant information, and a more challenging version which leaves it up to children to decide what information they record from each source.
	PS1-3

	
	Dr Jenner’s original writings are only suitable for the most advanced readers, or with a lot of support, so simplified descriptions are given in the Teacher Presentation. However, the originals are also provided as Pupil Sheets (PS 6-8), along with questions to explore these versions (PS9), if you prefer to use these to challenge all or some children.

1)  A description of Dr Jenner’s experiment on James

This is based on an  extract from Jenner’s scientific publication,  An Inquiry Into the Causes and Effects of the Variolæ Vaccinæ, Or Cow-Pox (1798). Children have met this extract before in the Speckled Monster activity and can use and reinforce their learning from it here.
Note the pictures of what Dr Jenner really looked like. How much does the real Dr Jenner look like the actor who played him in the film? 


2)  A description of a letter written by Dr Jenner to a friend in 1796, shortly after the experiment on James.

Note how we learn a little bit about Dr Jenner’s thoughts and feelings about the experiment in this letter. He describes the success of his experiment as “delightful”, showing his happiness. But we don’t learn anything about James’s thoughts or feelings from Jenner’s writings.
	

TP5,6
OR
PS6-7



TP7
OR
PS8

	
	Sources 3-6 are just for discussion, probably as a whole class. However, children might still use the evidence later on in the activity.

3)  Photo of  a boy with smallpox

Notice how the boy’s eyes are closed… this is because you could actually get pustules on your eyes! Smallpox was the leading cause of blindness in James’s time. The pustules also left survivors with horrible scars (like Dr Jenner’s maid in the film).
· When do you think the picture might have been taken?
Sometime in the 20th century as it’s a colour photo and looks quite modern.
· The photo was taken well over a hundred years after James died. But can you think of a way it might still be useful as evidence to tell us about James? Hint – think about the first part of the statement at the beginning of the lesson, ‘James was scared…’
You can imagine James being very scared of smallpox if this is what it does to you! 
4)  Pudsey Chapel burial records, 1792

The chapel was just one of about four burial grounds in Pudsey, a small market town of about 4,000 people. You might like to try and find out if similar statistics exist for your local area and use those instead.

· Notice how nearly all the deaths are of children. How many children died between June and September? How many of these died of smallpox? (You might find it easier to use the version on TP14. Remember to cross out the adults. The entries without ages are infants under 1 year old.)
30 children died altogether, 16 of which died of smallpox.
· More than half of all child deaths in Pudsey in this period were due to smallpox. True or false?
Half of 30 is 15, so 16 is just over half.  It is 53% rounded up.
· James never went to Pudsey. But can you think how this source could be used as evidence about James?
It shows us how smallpox was one of the biggest causes of death at the time, especially among children. It’s more evidence of why James might have been very scared of it indeed. 

5)  ‘A Peasant Boy’ by Francis Wheatley (1747-1801)
· This picture is not of James. But what might it be able to tell us about James?
It gives us an indication of the kind of clothes he might have worn.
Another painting by Wheatley gives an interesting comparison of what children from a much more wealthy background might have worn. It is called ‘The O’Neil Boys with a Chariot in the Grounds of Shane’s Castle’. Note that the boys’ clothing is much more unisex than today. 
	





TP8,9












TP10,11














TP12,13

	
	An optional bit of maths to encourage children to remember that their own ancestors faced the horror of smallpox! 

(Most children should be able to do this without a calculator.)

225 [image: image2.png]


 25 = 9

So your great great great great great great great great great grandmother was alive at this time! Did she ever catch smallpox?!

(Children can ask their parents more about their ancestry, or you might like to help them investigate their ancestry e.g. through national censuses and local parish records).
	
TP14

	
	For the final two sources, children should start recording evidence in their Evidence Sheets again.

6)  A photo of a cottage in Berkeley, Gloucestershire

The cottage is a minute’s walk from the house where Dr Jenner lived – and where the JAMES film was filmed. Dr Jenner’s house is now a museum that you can visit.  www.jennermuseum.com
7)  ‘James Phipps’ biography on Wikipedia

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Phipps
The text is quite challenging in places, so you might like to produce an edited version.

Challenge question: Ask children to look up the word “untenable” in a dictionary. According to this source, Dr Jenner’s experiment on James was “untenable” by today’s of medical ethics.  What does it mean by that?

Today, doctors have to adhere to strict ethical standards when they carry out experiments on people, and Dr Jenner’s experiment on James would not meet these standards. Children can learn more about this in the Dr Edwina Jenner – Immunologist activity.

8)  Berkeley parish burial records.

For a challenge, instead of looking at the photos provided children can search the Berkeley parish records online for James Phipps.  They will have to search through the different people called “James Phipps” and see if they can find the right one. Some real hands-on historical detective work!

www.scribes-alcove.co.uk/searchpage.php
	

TP15




Internet







TP16-19

	
	What year was James actually born?  An optional maths challenge that shows the children why they can’t always trust what they read!
There seems to be some slight disagreement about James’s age in the sources.  TP23 challenges children to work out who is right…
· Using the information on the burial records, what year was James born? 

1853 minus 66 equals 1787 
1853 minus 67 equals 1786 (if he hadn’t had his birthday yet that year)

· So how old was this James Phipps in 1796?
1796 minus 1787 equals 9
1796 minus 1786 equals 10
Why might there be a disagreement? It’s possible that illiterate folk like James and his family would not keep track of precise birthdays and ages. Or perhaps Jenner couldn’t remember James’s age exactly and didn’t think it was very important to note his exact age.
	
TP20








	Filling in the gaps
	Children might be surprised to know that they have now seen almost all the direct evidence that exists about James Phipps!
So there is no direct evidence at all about what James thought or felt about taking part in the experiment. 

On the other hand, there is a tremendous amount of evidence about Dr Jenner – much more than they have looked at in this activity. You might like to take a moment to discuss why that is…

James and his father couldn’t read or write so left not written record of their version of events or their thoughts and feelings. Dr Jenner was seen as much more important because he was the person who invented vaccination and went on to promote it in Britain and around the world. Nobody at the time was very much interested in what a little illiterate peasant boy thought or felt.
Extension discussion:

When faced with gaps in evidence, historians use the evidence that they do have to form opinions about what they think was possible or likely to have happened. They can also use knowledge about the period in general – how people lived, what people in general thought and believed, what big social changes were happening. We started to do this by looking at Sources 3, 4 and 5. These sources weren’t directly about James, but they still contained useful evidence. For example, what James would probably have felt about smallpox. (When historians use evidence indirectly in this way it is called making inferences.)
You can ask the children what sources they might use to do more research into the period in general. E.g. secondary sources such as history books, biographies, talking to historians; primary sources such as dairies, letters, newspaper articles from the time…
	

	Did things happen in real life the way they happen in the film?  


	The filmmakers who made JAMES did a lot of research to find out about James, Edward Jenner and the period of history in general. 

But as the children have now seen, there’s not a great deal of evidence to go on about James Phipps and the exact circumstances of his participation in the experiment. So the filmmakers had to use the available evidence to form their own opinions about what they think might have happened. They combined this with artistic licence to tell a fictionalised version of the story.  Artistic licence is when someone changes or goes beyond the facts in order to tell a better (more interesting and dramatic) story.
This is why we can’t automatically believe everything we see in the film. Not all the details are necessarily historical facts. 

(Children can learn more about artistic licence in the JAMES film in the Picturing Dr Jenner activity.)
	TP21

	Facts about Phipps
	Write out two or three of the statements (below) on the board and ask the children if they agree with them or not, and why.
Children should try to give reasons for their answers based on the evidence in their research, and name the source that the evidence came from. They can also use evidence and their learning from the Speckled Monster activity. 
Using their research, are any of the statements definitely true or false? 
You might like to point out that some of these are statements of opinion, and so can be argued either way – e.g. ‘The real life Dr Jenner was heartless towards James’. Children can give their own opinions about this, backing them up with reasons and evidence.
Children must remember that they are talking about the REAL James Phipps, and the REAL Dr Jenner, so they can’t use the film as evidence! E.g., ‘In real life, James ran away from Dr Jenner’ is not a historical fact – it is a suggestion by the filmmakers of what might have happened (an example of artistic licence). There is no evidence in their research that this happened! You might like to discuss with the children whether they think it was plausible or likely that James actually ran away. Again, they should give reasons.
Statements:      
        ‘James Phipps was the first ever person to be vaccinated against smallpox.’ (False)
        ‘The real life Phipps family was poor.’ (True)
        ‘In real life, James Phipps had a brother who died of smallpox.’ (Artistic licence by the JAMES filmmakers / no evidence)
        ‘The real life Dr Jenner was completely heartless towards James.’ (Opinion)
        ‘In real life, Dr Jenner threatened to fire James’s father if James didn’t take part in his experiment’. (Artistic licence / no evidence)
        ‘In real life, James Phipps ran away from Dr Jenner.’ (Artistic licence / no evidence)
        ‘The real life James Phipps was very scared of smallpox.’ (Artistic licence / no evidence)      
        ‘The real life James Phipps was extremely brave.’  (Opinion)

You might like to choose one of the following exercises to help children make their opinions convincing and persuasive:

1) Pick one of the opinions – e.g. ‘The real life Dr Jenner was completely heartless towards James’. Ask children to debate whether they agree or disagree with it. They should try to justify their opinions using evidence and reasons. Do other people in the class find their opinions persuasive? Why?
(E.g. children might argue that Dr Jenner risked James’s life in a dangerous experiment; conversely they might argue that because of his scientific investigations, Dr Jenner was confident that his experiment would work and James would be protected from smallpox, and also that Dr Jenner generously rewarded James by giving him a house to live in)

2) Pick an example of artistic licence from the film and ask children to write a short paragraph about how likely they think it is that it could have happened that way in real life. E.g. ‘In real life, James Phipps had a brother who died of smallpox’. 

(There is no direct evidence about this either way, but children might argue that it is possible or even likely because families were large at the time and they do have evidence that lots of children died of smallpox at the time. Again, they should give evidence and reasons for their opinions, and try and use persuasive language. )
You might like to display a list of sentence openers (you can find lots of these online). You can group these together in order of certainty and strength:

E.g.   I don’t think that
          I don’t believe that 
          It is very doubtful that
          From the evidence it is hard to argue that

          
          It is impossible to say whether
          There is not enough evidence to decide if
          We will never know whether

          I think that
          I believe that
          It is possible that
          It is likely that
          The evidence suggests that
     
          I strongly believe that
          The facts clearly show that
          Careful consideration of the evidence must lead one to conclude that
          It is beyond doubt that
          It is obvious that 
A trick often used by persuasive speakers and writers it to try and make their opinions sound as much as facts as possible, by stating them confidently and backing them up with as much evidence as possible.
	TP22

	Answering the history question based on evidence
	Finally, look back at the statement about James from the beginning of the activity. 

“In real life, James wasn’t scared about Dr Jenner’s experiment.  He wanted to do it to protect himself from smallpox.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Children should now appreciate that there is no direct historical evidence to support either part of this statement. There is no certain historical information about what James actually felt or about the exact circumstances surrounding his participation in the experiment. 

Children finish the lesson by answering the question ‘Do you agree or disagree with this statement?’
Have the children changed their minds about their answers? There is no right or wrong answer, but children should try and justify their answers using evidence and reasons. Discuss the question first as a class, then ask children to individually write what they think. (The writing could be a homework task). You might like to use slide TP24 and ask children to pick the statement they agree with. They must still explain and justify their choice.
Successful answers will recognise that this is a history question, not a question about the film, and that there is no direct evidence to answer it. They might therefore conclude that it is impossible to say if it is true or not. Or they might give an opinion about how possible or likely they think it is, justifying their opinions by giving reasons and/or making inferences from the evidence in their research. 

For example, they might argue that it is very likely that the real life James was scared to take part in the experiment because smallpox was such a terrifying and deadly disease. But since James’s father worked for Dr Jenner then he would have no choice but to do as Dr Jenner wanted.

Conversely, they might argue that the real life James would have been so scared of smallpox that he would have happily taken part in an experiment where a professional doctor promised he would be protected from it forever.
Children can explore more historical sources in The Great Vaccine Debate activity and find out about the medical community’s reaction to Jenner’s discovery.
	
TP23









TP24

	Optional
extension
	An optional extension question that brings the focus back onto science:

 ‘In real life, Dr Jenner was very worried his experiment on James wouldn’t work.’ Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

To answer this question, children should use a combination of their learning from the Speckled Monster activity and the evidence from their research in this activity. 

Again, the question can be answered in many ways – as long as children give reasons for their answers. 

For example, they might argue that since Dr Jenner had made lots of observations and done experiments on people who had caught cowpox naturally, he was confident that James would be perfectly fine. They might cite as evidence that in the letter to his friend, Dr Jenner says he predicted this all along.
Conversely, they could argue that because smallpox was such a deadly disease, Dr Jenner would probably have been at least a little bit worried that something might go wrong.
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